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Foreword 
 
The 28th Southern Forest Tree Improvement Conference was held in Raleigh, NC in 
cooperation with the Southern Forest Tree Improvement Committee and the Department 
of Forestry and Environmental Resources in the College of Natural Resources at NC 
State University.  For three days, foresters, tree breeders, scientists, and practitioners met 
and listened to the excellent presentations that are summarized in these proceedings.  We 
all left Raleigh a bit more informed about what’s happening in southern tree 
improvement and forest genetics than when we arrived. 
 
Three awards were presented for outstanding contributions to the conference: 
 

The Tony Squillace Award is given for the best oral presentation based on content, 
style and use of visual aids.  The winner was Tim Mullin for his talk on “The Impact 
of Variable Success of Somatic Embryogenesis Among Elite Crosses on Expected 
Genetic Gain and Diversity of Selected Varieties” 

 
The Bruce Zobel Award is given for the best oral presentation by a student.  There 
were two winners this year: 

Josh Sherrill for his talk “Total Inside-Bark Volume Estimation for Loblolly Pine 
(Pinus taeda L.) in Genetic Trials” 
Kevin Potter for his talk “An Ex Situ Gene Conservation Plan for Fraser Fir” 

Each was awarded $200 in recognition of their achievement. 
 

The Belle Baruch Foundation Award includes a $100 award and is given for the 
best poster.  Scott Merkle won for his poster “Light Quality Treatments Improve Pine 
Somatic Seedling Production Efficiency” 
 

The SFTIC Committee thanks these four individuals as well as all the speakers for their 
contributions. 
 
The Conference was a success primarily due to the efforts of Dr. Susan Moore and Ms. 
Becky Townsend with the Forestry Education and Outreach Program (FEOP) at NC 
State.  Our sincere gratitude goes to them.  The SFTIC Committee also thanks all the 
staff, graduate students, and faculty in the Department of Forestry and Environmental 
Resources that contributed to the success of the conference. 
 
The 28th SFTIC Planning Committee:  
 
Steve McKeand (Conference Chair) and Bailian Li (Local Organization Chair) John 
Adams, Henry Amerson, Tom Byram, Scott Cameron, Barbara Crane, Mike 
Cunningham, John Davis, Van Hicks, Gary Hodge, Mike Lee, Early McCall, Scott 
Merkle, Greg Powell, Dan Robison, Randy Rousseau, Barry Shiver, Chuck Tauer 
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