
THE IMPORTANCE OF GEOGRAPHIC ORIGIN OF SEED 
 
 

Seed origin is just as vital in a forest as it is in a field or garden. The 
only difference is that if a mistake is made it takes a forest owner longer to find 
it out -- as perhaps a 100 years or so. All sorts of ills can beset trees grown from 
seed of the right species but of the wrong geographic origin -- ills such as abnormal 
susceptibility to disease or insects or cold weather, abnormally slow growth, poor form, and perhaps 
zero survival in the first place. 

 
For large-scale reforestation work it is unwise to buy seed of unknown 
parentage. The prudent investor in a planting job inquires as to the origin of 
the seed which produced: the nursery stock before he inquires as to its price. 
The results from seed of the wrong location may' be around for all to see long 
after its price has been forgotten. 

 
There is no Federal legislation and few State laws to enforce the use 
of forest tree and shrub seed of known origin. In 1939 the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture adopted the following forest seed policy: 

 
"Recognizing that trees and shrubs, in common with other food and fiber plants, vary in 
branch habit, rate of growth, strength and stiffness of wood, resistance to cold, 
drought, insect attack, and disease, and in other attributes which influence their usefulness and 
local adaptation for forest, shelterbelt, and erosion control use, and that such differences are 
largely of a genetic nature, it shall be the policy of the United States Department of Agriculture 
insofar as practicable to require for all forest, shelterbelt, and erosion-control plantings, 
stocks propagated 
from segregated strains or individual clones of proven superiority for the 
particular locality or objective concerned. 

 
"Furthermore, since the above attributes are associated in part with the climate and 
to some extent with other factors of environment of the locality of origin, it 
shall be the policy of the United States Department of Agriculture: 

 
"l. To use only seed of known locality of origin and nursery stock 

grown from such seed. 
 

"2. To require from the vendor adequate evidence verifying place and year of origin 
for all lots of seed or nursery stock purchased, such as bills of lading, 
receipts for payments to collectors, or other evidence indicating that the seed 
or stock offered is of the source represented. When purchases are made from farmers 
or other collectors known to operate only locally, a statement capable of veri-
fication will be required as needed for proof of origin. 
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"3. To require an accurate record of the origin of all lots, of seed 
and nursery stock used in forest, shelterbelt, and erosion-
control plantings, such records to include the following minimum 
standard requirements to be furnished 
with :each shipment: 

(1) Lot number 
(2) Year of seed crop 
(3) Species  
(4) Seed origin: 

State 
County 
Locality 
Range of elevation 

(5) Proof of origin 
 

"4. To use local seed from natural stands whenever available unless it has been 
demonstrated that seed from another specific source produces desirable plants 
for the locality and uses involved. Local seed means seed from an, area subject 
to similar climatic influences and may usually be considered as that collected 
within 100 miles of the planting site and differing from it in 
elevation by less than 1,000 feet. 

 
"5. When local seed is not available, to use seed from a 

region having as nearly as possible the same length of growing season, the same 
mean temperature of the growing season, the same frequencies of summer droughts, 
with other similar environment so far as possible, and the same latitude. 

 
"6. To continue experimentation with indigenous and exotic species, 

races, 'and clones to determine their possible usefulness, and to delimit as 
early as practicable climatic zones within which seed or planting stock of 
species and their strains may be safely used for forest, shelterbelt, and 
erosion control. 

 
"7. To urge that States, counties, cities, corporations, other organizations, and 

individuals producing and planting trees for forest, shelterbelt, and erosion-
control purposes, the expense of which is borne wholly or in part by the 
Federal Government, adhere to the policy herein outlined." 
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Specific Information About the Dealers 

The information in the tabulations which follow was supplied by the individual dealers. 
It is given herein as a convenience to the user of this list and its inclusion in no way 
attests to its reliability. 

  

SREF Scanner
Typewritten Text
-3-



  
*There are no standardized certificates for this purpose currently in use in 
America. Samples of certificates are given on the last page of this list,, but 
many companies have other certificates of their own wording that are adequate for 
the purpose of most buyers. Only one American company expresses a willingness to 
furnish the International Certificate suggested by the FAO of the United Nations. 
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