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In Volume 41 (1943) of the Journal of Forestry, Hamilton reported on five year TVA 
records of clean seed yield. The following table shows similar records for the 1940-52 
period on four species of pine. The previous period's averages are shown with those of 
this period for comparison. 

In each case, yields for the latest period are higher than the 1935-39 averages. 
Increases are striking in loblolly, white and Virginia; in shortleaf the increase is 
negligible. 

As Hamilton pointed out, CCC camps collected all seed during the 193539 period. He 
concluded that various CCC regulatory factors, such as travel limitations and safety 
regulations, were responsible for clean seed ratios being lower than those given in 
most texts. Since private collectors procured the bulk of our 1940-52 seed, the increased 
clean seed ratios give additional validity to Hamilton's conclusion. 

The last period averages fall within the clean seed yield ranges reported in the Woody-Plant 
Seed Manual, U.S. D. A. Miscellaneous Publication No. 654. However, in no case, even 
using single year yields, have we approached the top limits given there. For instance, the 
Manual gives top shortleaf yield as 1. 5 pounds per bushel, while our highest (in 1943) 
was 1. 0 pound. In Loblolly our highest (also in 1943) was  
1. 1, against the Manual's high of 1.5 pounds. In white, the comparison is our high of 0.93 

(in 1952) against the reported 1. 75. Our 1940-52 averages for these three species are also 
less than the average of the ranges reported in the Manual, In loblolly and white, this might 
be attributed to the fact that our collection is principally from the fringe areas of the 
natural range of the species. 
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