Report of
FOREST AND WINDBARRIER PLANTING

IN THE UNITED STATES

1960

Compiled from information furnished by the
State Foresters and other appropriate public
officials of each state and federal agency
concerned.

Washington 25, D.C.
December, 1960
1 960
REPORT OF FOREST AND WINDBARRIER PLANTING
IN THE UNITED STATES

(July 1, 1 959 - June 30, 1960)
Acres Planted--Fiscal Year 1960 and Previous Years
Tree planting during the fiscal year 1960 (July 1, 1959 - June 30, 1960)
as reported by various public agencies, principally the State Foresters,
was as follows:

Tree planting continued at a high level but failed to show an increase over
the previous year for the first time in 9 years. The 2,137,460 acres
planted is more than double the acreage planted in 1956. Forest plantings
show a decrease of 16,377 acres while windbarrier plantings show an increase
of 2,094 acres for a net decrease of 14,283 acres or two-thirds of one percent. Tree planting on land withdrawn from agricultural production through
Conservation Reserve Soil Bank contracts again is responsible for a large
part of the acreage planted in 1960 in excess of that planted in 1956.
Comparable figures for several of the past years are as follows:

*Includes 164,523 acres planted by direct seeding.
*This does not represent the area satisfactorily reforested or established
to windbarriers, for some of the plantings or seedlings are unsuccessful.
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The total amount of planting in each State is shown by class of owners
More than 50,000 acres were
and purpose in Table 5 of this report.
planted in 1960 in each of the following 13 States:

Comparison of the 1960 with the 1959 figures shows changes in planting
activity by the three broad ownership classes as follows:
The Federal Government planted 173,486 acres of forest
and 1,007 acres of windbarriers in 1960 on lands administered by its various agencies; a total of 174,493
acres. This is 5,326 acres or 3 percent more than in
1959. (Federal windbarrier planting decreased 550 acres.)
The States and other non-Federal public agencies planted
91,216 acres of forest and 115 acres of windbarriers; a
total of 91,331 acres. This is 24,473 acres or 37 percent
This increase is due largely to a submore than in 1959.
stantial increase in planting on State forest land in
( Windbarrier plantings on State
Michigan and Oregon.
ands
increased
47
acres.)
l
Private landowners planted 1,837,392 acres of forest and
34,244 acres of windbarriers, a total of 1,871,636 acres.
This is 44,082 acres or 2.3 percent less than in 1959.
(Private windbarrier plantings increased 2,597 acres.)
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A further analysis of the above figures shows that forest planting on
forest industry and other industry land increased substantially, whereas
forest planting on privately-owned land in smaller holdings decreased a
total of 169,255 acres, or 12.2 percent.
Eighty-seven percent of all forest planting is on privately-owned lands.
The 17 States with forest plantings of over 20,000 acres on privatelyThis listing also includes the 14 States
owned land are listed below.
It
with more than 10,000 acres of planting on industry-owned land.
should be noted that more than 50 percent of private land forest planting
in three of these 17 States is on industry-owned land. These States are
Oregon with 88.5%, Washington with 75.9%, and Louisiana with 61.8%.

One-third of the private forest planting in 1960 was on land owned by
In 1960 forest
industrial organizations compared to one-quarter in 1 959.
industries planted 520,150 acres, 103,044 acres more than in 1 959; and
other industries planted 96,529 acres, 19,532 more than in 1 959.
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Windbarrier Planting
Windbarrier planting was reported from 29 States and Puerto Rico.
amounted to 35,366 acres, classed as follows:

It

Private land windbarrier planting increased 2,597 acres in 1960. The
The overall result
public agencies planted 503 acres less than in 1959.
is an increase of 6.3 percent from the previous year.
The States in
The need for windbarriers exists mostly on private lands.
which farmers and ranchers planted 500 or more acres of windbarrier in
1 960 are:
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Availability of Planting Stock
All public and private nurseries together shipped 1,918,746,000 trees
i n 1960 - 8 percent less than in 1959 .
Forest tree nursery activities for 1960 are summarized as follows:

For additional details see Table 6 of this report and also "Forest Tree
Nurseries in the United States - 1960," published by the U. S. Department
of Agriculture, Forest Service, Washington, D. C.
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In 1960, the 15 Federal nurseries shipped 177,698,000 trees in comparison
with 169,473,000 in 1959. Most of the Forest Service nursery trees were
planted on national forest lands. Nursery stock from the Tennessee Valley
Authority nurseries was used on private lands through established programs.
The State nurseries shipped 1,359,306,000 plants in 1960. Most of the
stock from these nurseries was produced under the Federal-State cooperative tree distribution program (C-M 4) or the Conservation Reserve of the
Soil Bank for planting on private lands. The 10 States with the largest
shipments were:

These 10 States shipped 57 percent of the Nation's entire supply.
Forty-three States and Puerto Rico shipped 1,359,306,000 trees from 108
In 1959, 104 nurseries shipped 1,536,694,000 plants.
nurseries in 1960.
This net increase of four nurseries resulted from adding seven new ones
(Colorado, Georgia, Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, South Carolina, and South
Dakota), subtracting one closed nursery (Michigan), and two with no shipments in 1960 (Georgia and Rhode Island). Not included in this figure of
1 08 shippers are four that shipped no trees in 1960 and four game food
and cover plant nurseries.
Forty-eight States and Puerto Rico conducted tree distribution programs
in 1960. Five of these purchased all of the trees they distributed from
commercial, other State, or Federal nurseries. Arizona and Alaska are
the only two States that did not distribute trees in 1960.
The total output of the 11 Soil Conservation District nurseries was
The
1 3,262,000 trees as against 13,571,000 for the 11 nurseries in 1 959.
stock from these nurseries all goes to District cooperators for planting
on private lands.
There are now 4 county and municipal nurseries. They produced 558,000
trees in 1960 as against 572,000 from five nurseries in 1 959. Their entire output is planted on public lands.
Most seedlings from forest industry and land company nurseries go to plant
company lands, although some stock is distributed to other private
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There continues to be 34
l andowners through various company programs.
such nurseries with an output of 258,810,000 trees as against an output
of 244,384,000 trees in 1959. Three companies closed one nursery each,
three new nurseries shipped trees for the first time in 1960, and one
additional company nursery expects to ship its first crop in 1961.
Commercial nurseries reporting in 1960 numbered 80 and their total output
was 109,112,000 plants, which is 5 percent less than in 1959. No commercial production of forest or windbarrier planting stock is reported from
28 States and Puerto Rico.
Of the 80 commercial nurseries that reported, 17 are in Pennsylvania and 25
are in Michigan. Their production runs heavily to Christmas tree planting
stock. Sixteen commercial nurseries reported from Colorado, Iowa, Kansas,
Nebraska, and the two Dakotas. They produce mainly windbarrier species in
addition to much ornamental stock not reported herein. A large share of
their production is sold to the States for distribution under the FederalState cooperative tree planting program. The other 22 commercial nurseries
are located in 14 States distributed from coast to coast, primarily in the
North.
Direct Seeding
The reported acreage of direct sowing of tree seeds increased substantially
in 1960.
Twenty-seven States and Puerto Rico reported from 1 to 62,765
acres. The amount of such work is detailed in footnotes to Tables 1, 2,
and 3 of this report and is summarized below:

The following

9 States direct seeded more than 2,000 acres each:
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