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TREE PLANTERS' NOTES NO. 38

This issue of Tree Planters' Notes consists of the report of the

Nation's forest and windbarrier planting in fiscal year 1959, and

a list of the forest tree nurseries that shipped planting stock in

1959. These two publications are enclosed in this jacket. They

are entitled:

Forest and Windbarrier Planting in the United States - 1959

Forest Tree Nurseries in the United States - 1959:

Location and Ownership
Name of Resident Nurseryman
Production in Fiscal Year 1959

The sources and limitations of the data are stated in the enclosed

publications. Any errors, omissions, or suggestions for improve-

ment in the data should be called to our attention.



Washington 25, D.C.
January 1, 1960

1959
REPORT OF FOREST AND WINDBARRIER PLANTING

IN THE UNITED STATES

(July 1, 1958 - June 30, 1959)

Acres planted--fiscal year 1959 and previous years

Tree planting during the fiscal year 1959 (July 1, 1958 to June 30, 1959)
as reported by various public agencies, principally the State Foresters,
was as follows:

This is a new record--higher by 583,000 acres, or 37 percent, than the pre-
vious record set in 1958 (windbarrier plantings decreased 1,172 acres).
The rate of planting has more than doubled in 3 years and has tripled in
6 years. A substantial part of the increase in tree planting during the past
2 years has been on land withdrawn from agricultural production through
Conservation Reserve Soil Bank contracts.

Comparable figures for several of the past years are as follows:

* Includes 108,766 acres planted by direct seeding.

**This is the area reported by the State Foresters and others as having
been planted during the year. It does not represent the area satisfac-
torily reforested or established to windbarriers, for some of the plant-
ings or seedings are unsuccessful.
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It is likely that 2-1/2 million acres will be planted in 1960.

The total amount of planting in each State is shown, by class of owners
and purpose, in Table 5 of this report. The 13 States in which more
than 50,000 acres were planted in 1959 are:

Comparison of the 1959 with the 1958 figures shows changes in planting
activity by the three broad ownership classes as follows:

The Federal Government planted 167,610 acres of
forest and 1,557 acres of windbarriers in 1959 on
lands administered by its various agencies, a total
of 169,167 acres. This is 31,314 acres, or 23 per-
cent, more than in 1958. (Federal windbarrier
planting decreased 2,787 acres.)

The States and other non-Federal public agencies planted
66,790 acres of forest and 68 acres of windbarriers, ,a
total of 66,858 acres. This is 7,676 acres, or 10 per-
cent, less than in 1958. This decrease is due to a
substantial reduction in planting on State Forest land
in Michigan and Oregon. (Windbarrier plantings on
State lands decreased 81 acres.)
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Private landowners planted 1,884,071 acres of forest
and 31,647 acres of windbarriers, a total of 1,915,718
acres. This is 559,397 acres, or 41 percent, more
than in 1958. (Private windbarrier plantings increased
1,696 acres.)

Forest tree planting on privately-owned land
(exclusive of windbarriers) showed increases
of more than 200 acres for each of 31 States
and Puerto Rico. The States with increases
of more than 25,000 acres are shown below:

In 9 States forest planting did not change 200
acres up or down.

In 6 States forest planting decreased more than
200 acres each for a total of 17,247 acres.

In 4 States (Alaska, Arizona, Nevada, and New
Mexico) no forest planting was reported on
privately-owned land.

Of all the forest planting, 89 percent is on privately-owned lands.
States in which private owners planted more than 20,000 acres in
1959 are:



A quarter of the private forest planting is being done by industrial organ-
izations on their own lands. In 1959 forest industries planted 417,106
acres, 47,010 more than in 1958; and other industries planted 76,997
acres, which is about the same as in 1958. States in which industries
planted more than 10,000 acres of industrially- owned forest land during
1959 are:
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Windbarrier planting was reported from 30 States and Puerto Rico. It
amounted to 33,272 acres, classed as follows:

Windbarrier planting increased a little in some places and decreased
in others. North Dakota reported an increase of 2,722 acres but
the other States reported the same level of activity or a little less.
The public agencies planted 2,868 acres less than in 1958 - most
of this decrease occurring from reduced work on Indian lands in
Arizona and New Mexico. The overall result is down 3 percent
from the previous year.

The need for windbarriers exists mostly on private lands and, of
course, most windbarrier planting is done there. The States in
which farmers and ranchers planted 500 or more acres of wind-
barrier in 1959 are:
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Availability of planting stock

All public and private nurseries together produced more than 2 billion
trees in 1959 -- 34 percent more than in 1958.

Forest tree nursery activities for 1959 are summarized as follows:

For additional details, see Table 6 of this report and also "Forest Tree
Nurseries in the United States--1959", published by the United States
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service.
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In 1959, the 15 Federally-operated nurseries produced 169,473,000
trees, in comparison with 156,961,000 in 1958. Most of the Forest
Service nursery trees were planted in national forests, but some were
planted on lands of the Atomic Energy Commission and flood-control
projects, and in a few States on private lands through the Federal-
State cooperative tree distribution programs. A Forest Service nursery
to supply seedlings for national forest planting in California made its
first shipments in 1959 and another is under construction near Boise,
Idaho. Nursery stock from the Tennessee Valley Authority nursery
in Tennessee was used on private lands through established programs;
stock from the Tennessee Valley Authority nursery in Alabama was
used to plant lands retired under provisions of the Conservation
Reserve of the S oil Bank.

The State nurseries produced 1,536,694,000 plants in 1959. Most of
the stock from these nurseries was produced under the Federal-State
cooperative tree distribution program (C-M 4) or the Conservation
Reserve of the Soil Bank for planting on private lands. The 10
leading producers among the States were:

These 10 States produced 60 percent of the nation's entire supply.

Forty-three States and Puerto Rico shipped 1,536,694,000 trees from
104 nurseries in 1959. In 1958, 101 nurseries shipped 1,080,158,000

plants. This net increase of three nurseries resulted from adding
seven new ones (Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, New York, Oregon,
South Carolina, Utah) and subtracting one which closed (Utah), two
which stopped shipments (but not production) in 1959 (Colorado and
Washington), and one which changed its production from trees to
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game food plants (Washington). Not included in this figure of 104
shippers are six developing nurseries which will make their first
shipments in 1960 (Georgia, Louisiana, Maine, Michigan, South
Carolina, South Dakota), the two that shipped no trees in 1959, and
four game food and cover plant nurseries.

Further increases in State nursery production are expected in some
States, but the total supply will not increase to the spectacular degree
it has in recent years. The production capacity of the six new
nurseries mentioned above will be used in part to relieve the
pressure on some other nurseries which have had to produce trees
without adequate regard for the maintenance of soil fertility.

Six States did not operate nurseries in 1959 and a seventh has a
nursery that will ship its first trees in 1960. Four of these seven
States conduct tree distribution programs by purchasing their supply
of stock from commercial, other State nurseries, or Federal nurs-
eries. Three States (Arizona, Alaska, and New Mexico) did not
distribute trees in 1959 but New Mexico expects to do so in 1960
with purchased trees.

One new Soil Conservation District nursery opened in Michigan in
1959, one changed from a District to a commercial venture and two
closed. The total output of the 11 nurseries was 13,571,000 trees
as against 10,719,000 trees for the 13 nurseries in 1958.  The stock
from these nurseries all goes to District cooperators for planting on
their private lands.

There are now five county and municipal nurseries. They produced
572,000 trees in 1959 as against 422,000 from four nurseries in
1958. Their entire output is planted on public lands.

Most seedlings from forest industry and land company nurseries go to
plant company lands, although some stock is distributed to private
landowners through various company programs. There are now 34
such nurseries, with an output of 244,384,000 trees, as against 26
with an output of 187,311,000 trees in 1958. One company closed
its nursery. Nine new nurseries shipped their first crop in 1959.

Two additional company nurseries are under construction.
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Commercial nurseries reporting in 1959 numbered 74 and their total
output was 115,428,000 plants, which is 3 percent less than in 1958.
Commercial production declined in eight States, increased in nine
States, remained unchanged in three, and was reported for the first
time in two. No commercial production of forest or windbarrier
planting stock is reported from 28 States and Puerto Rico.

Of the 74 commercial nurseries that reported 15 are in Pennsylvania
and 23 are in Michigan. Their production runs heavily to Christmas
tree planting stock. Ten commercial nurseries reported from Kansas,
Nebraska, and the two Dakotas. They produce mainly windbarrier
species in addition to much ornamental stock not reported herein. A
large share of their production is sold to the States for distribution
under the Federal-State cooperative tree planting program. The other
25 commercial nurseries are scattered within 16 States from coast
to coast.

Direct seeding

The reported acreage of direct sowing of tree seeds is increasing
each year. The amount of such work is detailed in footnotes to
Tables 1, 2, and 3 of this report, and is summarized below:

More of this type of planting would have been made in the Pacific North-
west had there not been a seed shortage. A bumper harvest in the fall
of 1959 makes a great increase likely here in 1960.
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