


FOREST AND SHELTERBELT PLANTING IN THE UNITED STATES
DURING 1954

Acres planted, 1954 and previously

Forest and shelterbelt planting during the fiscal year 1954 (July 1, 1953
to June 30, 1954) as reported by the State Foresters and other agencies,
amounted to 811,066 acres, an increase of 95,518 acres or 13 per cent
above 1953. Comparable figures of the past few years are:

1954 - 811,066 acres
1953 - 715,548 "
1952 - 522,935 "

1951 - 456,368 acres
1950 - 497,507 "
1949 - 347,918 "

In 6 years the Nation's rate of planting has increased 133 percent. This
is, of course, a remarkable thing and many people can justifiably be
proud of their part in it. However, such "total" statistics give a some-
what distorted picture of the true situation. In the planting report of
1953 the statement was made that "when the details of the year's work
are considered separately, many reasons can be found for either 'point-
ing with pride' or 'viewing with alarm'." This situation continues. The
record area planted is an impressive fact, and in a few States the sizes
of the planting programs are something undreamed of a few years ago.
But the counterbalancing facts are that more than half of all the States
show no increase over 1953 or are even reducing their private- and State-
land planting programs. Many States have programs extremely small in
relation to the areas needing windbreaks or reforestation. The current
annual rate of planting is hardly more than 1 per cent of the total area
needing planting, even if no allowance is made for planting failures or
pre-mature harvest.

Accomplishments in 1954 by ownership classes are as follows:

The Federal Government planted 72,980 acres of the land in its
custody, a decrease of 4,632 acres from those planted in 1953.
This decrease is mostly due to less planting on Atomic Energy
Commission lands; the plantings on the National Forests and
other Federal lands increased very slightly or remained nearly
unchanged.

The States and other non-Federal public agencies planted 50,711
acres, a decrease of 13,080 acres. This decrease occurred
because 10,000 fewer acres were planted on State Forests and
3,000 fewer on other State lands. In justice to some of the States
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that reduced their State land planting, it must be pointed out that
they did so to get trees for orders from private land planters.
There was little change in the amount of county and municipal
planting.

Private landowners of the 48 States, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico,
planted 687,338 acres, an increase of 113,193 acres—about 21
per cent—over 1953.

In nineteen of the States the private land planting increased
145,600 acres above that of 1953.

In thirteen of the States the private land planting was ap-
proximately the same as that of 1953.

In eighteen of the States the private land planting decreased
a total of 37,000 acres. Four of these States, however,
( Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Oregon) usually have
extensive programs but this year their activities were cur-
tailed due to a scarcity of seed or planting stock. There-
fore, the decrease for these States, at least, is temporary.

A new milestone has been achieved in the history of American reforest-
ation. For the first time, States have reported the reforestation of
100,000 acres during a single year. This accomplishment was achieved
by both Florida and Georgia in 1954. Florida reported 100,660 private
acres, 3,470 State acres, and 2,500 Federal acres planted; Georgia
reported 100,989 private acres, 948 State acres, and 1,527 Federal
acres planted. In contrasts 20 years  ago (1935)Florida  reported 147

acres reforested and Georgia 75 acres. Ten years ago (1945) Florida
reported, 5,542 acres planted and Georgia 7,000 acres.

Other States planting extensively in 1954 were:

Louisiana - - - 68,124 acres
Mississippi - - - 65,295 "
Pennsylvania - - 42,900 "
South Carolina - 41,761 "

Michigan - - - 38,707 acres
New York - - - 37,297 "
Alabama - - - 35,587 "

In these 9 States together there were planted 539,765 acres. This acre-
age is two-thirds of all that was done in the 48 States, Hawaii, and Puerto
Rico.

This concentration of two-thirds of all planting in just nine States em-
phasizes how small is the amount of planting being done in some of the
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others. A few of the arid States of the West, of course, have relatively
little opportunity for successful reforestation, but many others have
great needs and very small programs. The problem facing the national
program is to help increase the planting in all States to a point propor-
tionate to the reforestation and shelterbelt needs in those States.

Especially noteworthy is the amount of reforestation being done by indus-
trial organizations on their own lands. The forest industries planted
more than a quarter million acres of their lands in 1954, and other indus-
tries planted 44,000 acres, States where industries were especially
active in planting were:

Alabama  - - - - - - - -  17,400 acres
Arkansas  - - - - - -  9 , 300 "
Florida  - - - - - - - -  61,900 "
Georgia  - - - - - - - - 49,800 "
Louisiana  - - - - - -  50,500 "
Mississippi - - - - 22,100 "

North Carolina- - - 7,100 acres
Oregon  - - - - - - - - - - -  5,100 "
Pennsylvania - - - - 18,500 "
South Carolina - - - 15,200 "
Texas  - - - - - 15,200 "
Washington  - - - - - -  10,400 "

The amount of land being planted by the forest and other industries com-
bined is 45 per cent of the private land planted.

Nurseries—numbers, operators, and outputs

A tabulation of the forest tree nursery facilities in the Nation during 1954
follows:

Agency or owner Active nurseries
Actual or estimated

output of trees

U. S. Forest Service 12 77,382,000
Soil Conservation Service 8 31,700,000
Tennessee Valley Authority 2 20,000,000

State Foresters or similar 93 502,171,000
Cities and counties 2 166,000
Soil Conservation Districts 5 5,585,000

Paper industries 11 45,600,000
Lumber industries 4 9, 312, 000

Private commercial 36 55,000,000

TOTAL 173 746,916,000

See Table 5 in this report for additional details.
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With the close of the 1953 production year, the SCS ceased tree produc-
tion at 4 of its nurseries, leaving but 8 in operation, and at the close of
the 1954 production year the Service also ceased to operate these and its
grass and herbaceous plant nurseries. Henceforth, most of these nurs-
eries will be operated by local governmental agencies and will appear in
future lists under the agency headings.

Expansion of total output by the State nurseries continues. Two new State
nurseries began production during 1954, bringing the total active produc-
ers to 93. Their combined output was about 66 million plants greater
than in 1953. Two States are building new nurseries, and five other States
have important expansion or improvement programs underway. There
are also six other State nurseries which produce only shrubs and other
plants for wildlife cover plantings, and one forestry college nursery which
is considered a part of a nearby State Forester's nursery.

During 1954 a paper company and a sawmill company constructed new
nurseries. There are now 15 forest industry nurseries in active produc-
tion and two more are under way.

Thirteen States reported serious shortages of planting stock in 1954, and
three reported surpluses. Presumably the others were reasonably close
to meeting their current demand. There was the customary sale and
trading of surplus supplies among the States, and at least one asked its
planters whose land was near the boundary of an adjacent State to send
their orders directly to that State which had a surplus. Since New Mexico
and Nevada do not conduct programs of their own, Colorado continued to
make trees available for a few orders from New Mexico, and Utah con-
tinued to fill Nevada's orders.
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