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Risser gets back to botany
at Oregon State conference

By RITA-LYN SANMDERS
Gant e T|11r1¢*|.10££'|

Resoarchers attending a2 con-
ference an native planta al fire-
gon State University Wednesday
murhing gol Lo
see @ side of
Paul Hizzer
that nften yets
Iogt amid  his
prealidential
dutics - Risser
the hotanial.

i Kiszer
warmed up to [N
such Lopics ax [
global warming :
anl nalmgn Paal
habital  protec-
tinn, il booeme
clear he hasw't lost hiz scientific
touch.

Ecfore he twok the bhelm at

SSer
O5M president

051, Rigaer fanght and condoet-

o rosesrch ol severyl universilivs

- heginning in 1963 when he
landed bLie first position at the
IIniveraity of Wirconain.

Tt zinee he has taken the
admimistrative  road  from viee
presidenl of research: Lo provost
president, Risser has draded his
white lab cont for a blazon

Rigrer may not spend much
timea anymare uaing  machines
Like a bomb caloritmercr Lo mea-
qure the energy of plants, hut ha
anjoys lapping inlo hin acieniifie

“The intent is to
stimulate us fo
think abouft native
plants in new
woeys,”

05U President Paul Fﬂsser

roota whenever he can.

Rissey had the opportunity to
gpeak to rmore  than 350
resgarchers attending o two-day
conlirenes chlitled “Native Planta;
Propagating and Flanting.”

Digging inle his bolany back-
ground, Rigsor called his talk,
*NWative Plants: What Have You
Nane for Us Lately™

“The: inlent is Lo stimualate vz to
think abmmt native plants in new
wayn,” Risser smid. Thul mesow
seing Lhetn ag inete than sonuroes
of food, products o wildlife habi-
tat.

Alicy taking a closer look, sci-
cutistz  discowercd that some
native plants in Wismonsin da
more than lonk pretly and wel-
CHHTIE BT

I'wo flowors -~ dog-tacthed vin-
let. and Thitehman's hreeches —
prow [or aix woeks just as the
enow melle and befwre leaves
appear on deciduoes tress.

Beeulse the plants live parly in
ihe seagon, they play a key role in
capturing motrients that other-
wige might e washed sway by
the melling snow,

Rigaer aaid researchers have
alen had many conversallons
aboul bow plants could be used to
ecapure cathon dioxide released
inte the atraosphers.

Soroe seientists say Lhe pas hay
heen the lanmest conlribulor to o
phanemenun identified as global
warming, or the inerease of the
Earth's average temperalure.

The U.S Dapartment of Apri-
culinee  hos discnsped  offering
“earbon credits” to farmers whe
grow gr leave crops Lhal capture
varbon dioeide, Risser said,

And in Washington, there's a
program that pavs for the planti-
ng of hedges in flood pluin wrens
where fences olten are washed
aul.

Researchera tranaplanted the
idea to n=e hedgey gy proporty
dividers from  England, where
hedgerows have dotted the land-
acape for centunes.

Thers ure manhy opportunities
b une hative plants to belp aclve
some dilenimas, Risser saud.
Hita-Lyh Sanders covers higher edu-
cation for the GazetleTimes. She
can be reachod by & mall 5t sander-
srptconnect.com or by phone at
To89526,






