When native vegetation is disturbed by construction activities or impacted by overuse, the consequences include denuded ground, invasion by exotic plants, displacement of animals, and reduced ecological and aesthetic value. Glacier National Park
faces continued and expanding pressure from such activities. Current visitation is
nearly 2 million people annually. This increased visitation results in increased disturbance to park lands in the form of soil erosion and vegetation loss and increased impact from service-related construction activities such as road rehabilitation and utilities and maintenance repairs that involve ground disturbance. Over
the past 12 years Glacier has developed a comprehensive restoration program to
restore structure, function and plant diversity to these impacted areas. Indigenous
plant material is used to maintain genetic integrity and native soils and plants are
salvaged prior to disturbance and stored for replacement and replanting whenever
possible. Seeds and cuttings are collected annually and propagated in the Park's
native plant nursery and revegetation crews implement 30-40 restoration projects
annually.
Since 1986 Glacier National Park has utilized partnerships in the planning, design, construction and revegetation of eight major road rehabilitation projects along
the historic Going-to-the-Sun Road (GTSR). Using these relationships as a model
we have expanded our partnerships to facilitate the continued success and expansion of our restoration program. These partnerships include the Federal Lands
Highway Administration, local school districts, the US Forest Service, the Natural
Resources Conservation Service, the Montana Conservation Corps, other national
parks and collaborations between the various divisions in Glacier including Integrated Pest Management, Maintenance, Trails, Backcountry Rangers, Interpretation
and Cultural Resources to name a few. These partnerships play an important role
in the successful completion of our restoration objectives and expand in scope as
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Through this process of creative
partnering, we continue to provide for
the preservation of the park as well as
providing for visitor enjoyment. With
the collaboration of various agencies,
individuals, educators, students and
peers, we are able to work together in
an exchange of ideas, energies and resources that makes a positive and lasting improvement to our program and
our public lands.

