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  Rooted cuttings (stecklings) are used world-wide for cloning forest trees and for bulking scarce or valuable forest tree seed. In cloning, numerous copies are made of very few genotypes, and each genotype (clone) is tracked and managed separately. In contrast, bulking involves making relatively few copies of many genotypes of a selected family or seed lot. Management and tracking are normally at the family level. Greater genetic gains can be achieved by cloning, but extensive and lengthy testing programs are required. With bulking, genetic gains are not as high but can be captured more rapidly.
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