Update on National Tree Planting Programs”
Robert D. Mangold2

Mangol d, Robert D. 1992. Update on national tree planting
prograns. In: Landis, T.D., technical coordinator. Proceedings,
I nt ernountai n Forest Nursery Association; 1991 August 12-16;
Park City, UT. General Technical Report RM211. Fort Collins,
CO U S Departnent of Agriculture, Forest Service, Rocky

Mount ai n Forest and Range Experinent Station: 94-95. Avail able
at: http://ww. fcnanet. org/ proceedi ngs/ 1991/ nangol d. pdf

Abstract.-- Tree planting has become a very inportant

part of the Nation's conservation efforts and several new
Federal prograns related to conservation, in particular the
St ewar dshi p I ncentive Program are described. Nursery
professionals need to hel p ensure tree planting prograns

mai ntain high quality standards.

Only an ostrich would be unaware of all the
recent attention being devoted to trees and the
role they are playing in our environment. In the
Federal gover nment there has been extensive acti -
vity pronoting trees and a new tree planting
initiative, Anerica the Beautiful (ATB) . ATB is
one of the Nation’s cornerstones for inproving
the environnent. The Federal government is not
the only entity advancing tree planting. Many
private conpani es and corporations are becom ng
actively involved in tree plantings for the
first tine, especially in urban and comunity
settings. State and | ocal agencies and forest
industries are also planting | arge nunbers of
trees. This paper will provide a brief update on
the status of the new planting efforts and how
these progranms interrelate with existing Federal
tree planting efforts. It will describe the role
nursery professionals need to take to ensure
these prograns are successful and also will
briefly discuss the inpact these prograns wll
have on nursery production |evels.

Title XIl, the Forestry title of the 1990
FarmBill, legislated four key programs that pro-
nmote the planting of trees and wi se use and
conservation of forest resources. The Forest
St ewar dshi p Program (FSP) provi des technical
assi stance to | andowners for the witing of
st ewar dshi p nmanagenent pl ans. The Stewardship
I ncentive Program (Sl P) provides cost-share funds
to eligible | andowners to inplenent the steward-
ship practices outlined in their managenent plans.
There is also an Urban and Community Forestry
Assi stance (U&CF) section that pronotes technical
assi stance needed to properly plant trees in the
nation's towns and cities. The | ast el enent of
the FarmBill related to tree plantings is the
Nati onal Tree Trust, which was funded with a
one-tine, $20 mllion appropriation. The Trust
will solicit additional private contributions
which will be dispersed through a grant process
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for tree planting across the nation. ATB is
incorporated in varying degrees, into SIP, U&CF
and the National Tree Trust.

I would like to focus on SIP in this report,
because nost of the trees to be planted will be
acconpl i shed using SIP dollars. In 1991, the
i mpl ementation plan for this programwas conpl et ed.
SIP will focus on hel ping nonindustrial forest
| andowners plan and i npl ement good stewardship of
their land by providing up to 75% of the costs
for carrying out 9 different stewardship practices.
These activities include: reforestation and
afforestation; forest and agroforest inprovenent;
wi ndbr eak and hedger ow est abl i shnent, nai nt enance
and renovation; soil and water protection and
i mprovenent; riparian and wetland protection and
i nprovenent; fisheries habitat enhancenent; wld-
l'i fe habitat enhancenent; forest recreation
enhancenent: and managerent plan devel opnent.

As you can see this is an anbitious |ist,
whi ch di stinguishes SIP fromearlier tree-planting
programs. Each state will determne the practices
to be enphasized within that state, however, tree
planting will be enphasized as a national priority.
The programwi || be adm ni stered using the exist-
ing channels of the State Forestry office and the
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service
(ASCS), as well as Soil Conservation Service (SCS)
and the Extension Service (ES), anong others. Land-
owners will now have an even broader array of
cost-share prograns to choose from For some
managenment activities they may apply for cost
sharing under existing prograns, |ike the Conser -
vation Reserve Programor the Forest Incentives
Program Oher practices nay only be eligible
through SIP. In other words, a | andowner can get
assistance for different practices fromnore than
one programat the same tine.

Al though the inpacts of SIP on the nursery
industry are difficult to predict precisely, they
shoul d be very positive in terns of production
levels. It can be difficult for a nursery manager
to plan production | evels around Federal prograns
whi ch have been funded in a cyclical nanner.

However, | believe that because SIPis nulti-re-



source in scope, its support fromthe President
and Congress will be durable. The FarmBil

aut hori zes funding through 1995 and there is a
strong likelihood SIP will be reauthorized for

anot her five years. Funding for fiscal year 1992
is about $20 nmillion and about $20 nillion will be
carried over from 1991 funds. This sustained

| evel of support should make it easier for nursery
managers to pl an appropriate production |evels
After the programgets off the ground, | expect a
wi de and sustained | evel of interest and partici -
pation in the program whi ch should result in record
levels of tree planting

SIPw Il also bring newvisibility to the

nursery industry, and as professionals, our role
will be to ensure quality control in all phases
of the afforestation and reforestation phase of
the program As we rush to get trees into the
ground we nust make sure the right tree gets
planted in the right place. W also need to neke
sure others involved in the process, as well as
oursel ves, pay close attention to using the
appropriate seed sources, stock types and handling
and planting procedures when planting trees. SIP
affords us the opportunity to permanently raise
the public’s awareness of trees and the beneficia
role trees play in inproving our lives. This is
a programwe | ook forward to and we are confident
of its eventual success



