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Abstract.--The Strawberry Valley is located in Wasatch
County, U ah, approximately 65 miles southeast of Salt Lake
City. Rehabilitation projects are ongoing in the Strawberry
Valley as a result of managenent of sone of the |and being
transferred to the Forest Service and changes in grazing

practices. These rehabilitation projects include streanbank
stabilization, installation of gulley plugs and w |l ow

pl anti ng.

The Strawberry Valley is located in
Wasat ch County, Utah, approxinmately 65
m | es southeast of Salt Lake City. The
val l ey covers approxi mately 100, 000
acres and el evations range from 7,500 to
9,000 feet above sea |evel.

There is not much witten on the
use of the valley by Native Americans,
al t hough we know it was used by bands of
the We Tribe who inhabited this part of
what is now U ah.

The first European known to see the
Strawberry Val |l ey was Fat her Escal ant e,
who passed through it in 1776. There
are two interesting notes in Escalante’s
journal concerning the valley. First
was his note concerning scattered
pat ches of white poplar (aspen) which
did not grow very |arge. The other
reference is to the trout caught in the
medi um si zed river (probably the
Strawberry River) which ran through the
val l ey. The fact that they caught
two-pound trout is interesting in |light
of the fact that the Strawberry area,
especially the reservoir, has been and
again is becomng a premer cutthroat
trout fishery in the western United
St at es.

Wth the settlenent of the Heber
Valley, 23 mles to the northwest, in
the 1850's and 60's, the Strawberry
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Val l ey was used for grazing |ivestock.
Sone grass hay nmay have been harvested
in portions on the valley as well.

The first photographs of the area
were taken in 1888 when the Arny from
Forts Bridger, Duchesne and Dougl as had
a sunmer encanpnent in the Strawberry
Val | ey. These phot ographs show t he
i npacts of grazing, even at that early
time, although willow cover along the
Strawberry River appears to be in good
condition. This encanpnent involved 700
men with all of their equi pnment and
horses and | asted for 28 days.

Archeol ogi cal digs in 1990 and 1991 have
turned up many interesting artifacts
left by the arny.

At the sanme tinme the arny was
encanped in Strawberry Valley, the
residents of Heber Valley were busy
digging a canal for irrigation, and in
1889 the first transbasin water
diversion in Uah was activated. The
water was diverted fromthe Strawberry
River in the Col orado Drai nage to the
Heber Valley in the Bonneville Basin
Drai nage. This diversion remains in
ef fect today, and subsequently |eaves a
portion of the Strawberry R ver dry from
m d- June to nid-Cctober.

The Bureau of Reclanmation (BR)
entered the Strawberry Valley to build
the original Strawocerry Dam and
reservoir in 1905. This was the first
large reclamation project in Uah, and
was designed to transport water fromthe
Strawberry Valley to Wasatch Front areas
in Uah and Juab Counties. The dam was



conpleted in 1911. As a part of the
Strawberry project, the BR withdrew
approxi mately 56,000 acres of |and.
Wien the dam was conpl eted, the BR
entered into a contract (in 1912) with
the Strawberry Water Users Association
(SWJA), to manage the |and. The SWJA
was the organi zation responsible for
payi ng back the Governnent for the
construction of the Strawberry Dam The
contract, with a mgjor nodification in
the early 1940's, was ratified by
Congress. It remained in effect unti

Cct ober of 1989, when an Act of Congress
made it possible for the BR to buy out
the contract rights fromthe SWA and
transfer jurisdiction of the | and over
to the National Forest System

In managi ng the “Strawberry Project
Lands,” the SWUA interpreted the
contract and nmanaged al ong those
interpretations. The contract referred
to the lands as “grazing | ands,” and
t hat becane the nmajor |and use.
Managenent was geared to grazing
production and all other uses were
secondary. Wth little opposition from
anyone, their managenent consisted of
season-1ong grazing on much of the |and,
and spraying willows and sagebrush for
grass production. Wth the | oss of
willows, streanbank stability was | ost
and | arge anmounts of sedi nent were
washed into Strawberry Reservoir. In
part, it was these practices which
resulted in the Strawberry Project Lands
transfer to the National Forest System

When the Central Uah Project was
conceived in the 1950's, the Strawberry
Val | ey again becane a focal point. The
Sol di er Creek Damwas to repl ace the
original Strawberry Dam and enl arge t he
reservoir as part of the Bonneville
Unit. As the new dam was bei ng
constructed, along with new recreation
facilities, there was nuch discussion on
how t he “Project Lands” shoul d be
managed and who coul d best do the job.
Thr ough nuch di scussi on with Federal and
State agenci es and officials,
environnental and wildlife groups, and
the public, it was decided that the |and
woul d best be nmanaged for its watershed
recreation, wildlife and fish val ues by
the U S. Forest Service (FS) which
managed the rest of the Federal lands in
the vall ey.

H R 3408 was passed by Congress,
whi ch made it possible for the lands to
be passed fromBR to the FS to be
adm ni stered by the U nta Nationa
Forest. The transfer becane official on
Cct ober 16, 1989. Wth this Act came
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the funding by the BR for the
rehabilitation of the Strawberry Valley
Managenent Area. Rehabilitation work
was to be acconplished over a five-year
period at a cost not to exceed $3
mllion dollars. Work on this project
began in 1990 and will continue with the
BR fundi ng t hrough 1994.

To begin the rehabilitation
efforts, the Heber Ranger District of
the U nta National Forest prepared an
Envi ronnmental | npact Statement (EI'S) on
the area which put the newy acquired
Forest |ands under the unbrella of the
Forest Plan. The EI' S covered al
managenent aspects of the area including
recreation, watershed inprovenent needs,
wildlife, fisheries, and grazing
Probably the nost inmportant decision
made in the EIS was the elimnation of
domestic livestock grazing for at |east
five years, and the criteria which wll
have to be met before grazing will be
consi dered again in the area. The
criteria centers on watershed condition
with plant species conposition
condition, ground cover, seral stage and
water quality. Condition of riparian
areas and streanbank stability are very
i mportant factors.

Wth direction fromthe EIS, FS
crews and contractors have been
constructing and reconstructing fences
to keep livestock from adjacent
allotrments off of the SVMA. Many
interior fences have been renoved where
they are not needed for any nmanagenent
purposes. |If grazing is allowed again,
the allotment formed will be in a rest
rotati on system and needed fences will
be constructed at that tine.



Many upl and acres have been
reseeded for soil stability, vegetative
diversity and aesthetics. Qther areas
wi Il be seeded as needs are identified.
Access managenent, including road
closures, has been an inportant part of
the rehabilitati on process.

The main thrust in rehabilitation
has been the work on fisheries habitat
and riparian restoration.
Rehabilitation plans for fisheries
habi tat have been devel oped for seven of
the major streans in the area. Sedi nent
traps have been installed in Trai
Hol low wi th the goal of raising the
water table and restoring riparian
vegetation to the drainage. The gullies
were 8 to 20 feet deep.

St reanbank stabilization on the
Strawberry River with the use of juniper
trees (Wth linbs attached) will give
hori zontal stability to the stream and
allow the reintroduction of willows and
ot her riparian species. Bank
stabilization will also occur on al
streans in the area where it i s needed.

It is the goal of the Uah Division
of Wldlife Resources (UDWR) and the FS
to have a self sustaining cutthroat
trout fishery in the Strawberry Valley.
The goal is to have 10 mllion
young-of-the-year return annually to the
reservoir fromthe 100+ mles of
tributary streans. Work i s progressing
to restore the spawning habitat in these
tributary streans. This is being
acconpl i shed through the installation of
structures and gravel that will
acconmodat e spawni ng fish and give
needed habitat to young-of-the-year as
they hatch and mgrate downstreamto the
reservoir.

A very inportant aspect of the
riparian and the fisheries is the
condition and vegetati ve nakeup of the
riparian areas. WIllows are needed to
give bank stability and provi de shade
and cover for fish. The Forest has used
both cuttings and rooted stock for this
pur pose. Rooted stock has been the nost
successful. CGrews fromthe Lone Peak
nursery gather willow cuttings in the

spring and root themat the nursery
during the year. The followi ng spring
the willows are delivered to the Heber
District for planting. Through careful
handl i ng, the nursery has been able to
top cut willows in the fall and use
these cuttings to suppl enent the next
years order. This cuts down on tinme and
expense in getting nore cuttings in the
early spring. Lone Peak nursery has
also started to train their crews in
winter identification of willows so when
planting tine cones, species can be
planted in the | ocations where they will
best meet management objectives (wllows
whi ch handl e high flows can be placed on
the current baring banks, etc.).

Lone Peak has cut, rooted, and
planted 35,000 willows in 1991 in the
Strawberry Valley. Cost to the FS was
51.5 cents per willow In md August,
when survival plots were established,
there was 99% survival. These plots
will be nonitored for 4-5 years to gain
an under standi ng of w |l ow survival and
growt h patterns.

Anot her inportant aspect of
riparian rehabilitation is the
reestabl i shnent of carex species. In
the past, FS crews have used a backhoe
to scoop up patches of carex, cut them
into plugs and plant them Lone Peak
Nursery has been experinenting with
reproduction of carex as tublings and is
pl anni ng to have | arge carex beds built
at the nursery to produce this stock.
This will greatly sinplify the
reestabl i shnent of carex on streanbanks
in the future

Lone Peak is also working with the
FS to provide local rooted cottonwod
trees for use in the Strawberry Vall ey.

Al though only in its second year of
rehabilitation, the Strawberry Valley is
improving in ecological condition. It
is anticipated that the environment wll
greatly inprove. In the next few years,
the Strawberry Vall ey Managenent Area
will be much closer to the natura
condi tion of the environment which
occurred before man’s heavy
i ntervention



