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86. Running right: maintaining and calibrating your fertilizer injector may be the
best money you spend. Kelly, L. Greenhouse Management 32(5):52-54. 2012.






handle these chenucals
doing damage to the seals and
nternal parts. What a great way
o spot-treat crops with different
fertilizers and chemicals all in
one piece of equipment.

Many growers now custom-
ize their fertilizer solutions
the different crops they grow.
Instead of having a central
injector putting out the same
fertilizer solution throughout
the greenhouse range, they
have multiple injectors doing
different solutions to each crop.
This would also give you great
Aexibility when you want to
inject pesticides and disinfecting
agents.

Be aware of your pressure
limitations on your fertilizer

Also, be on the lookout for
water hammer. If you have an} ¢
solenoids controlling di I! flercnt
zones in the greenhouse, when
they close quickly, they can cause
warter hammer in the warer line
that can come back at four times

ers, they tell me they have hlers
and when [ take a look at them
1 find thac thn‘:unpdc ﬁnnd&

“harBectreniovel. Nounn-'(s

sure why this happcns. but 1
believe that the filter gets clogged
and prevents any water from
coming through. Having a spare

the p and damage your cartridge on hand ro swap out
fertilizer injector. A simple water  could avoid this problem.
h arrestor d of
your injector can prevent this. Maintain your
Filtering your incoming water ~ fertilizer injector
to your injector is critical. Most  Would you run your car without

water sources, (other than reverse
osmosis), will need fileration due
to sand or grit. This will not only
harm your injector, it will do
damage 1o mist heads, connec-
tors, and spray nowzles, Installing
a good flter upstream of your

changing the oil? Your answer

is likely a, “No.” When | ask
growers if they maintain their
fertilizer injectors, the answer |
get is, “If it’s not broken, I dont
touch ir.” You cannot tell how
much fertilizer you are injecting
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I you are not checking your
injector for accuracy, you could
bc‘mikr-m]mur‘ and IIDI. I:Uﬂl
realize it. Your injector Soud”
produce consistent results if you
do the required maintenance and
clean your injector abour once

a year. Contact your supplier

or your injector manufacturer
for their recommendations on
maintenance, Maintenance can
be as simple as replacing a worn
seal kit, and you will be glad

you did.

In order o calibrate your
fertilizer and chemical injector,
the use of an EC meter is recom-
mended. There are a vast num-
ber of EC meters on the market
in different price ranges. These
meters should be used frequenty
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