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Some choose not to do so, but
they may meet National Organic
Prooram (NODP) srandardse. 1F

e vy gy e s
any material you would like to
use in production is truly certi-

fied organic.

Select your fertilizer
Second, you have 1o select a
type of fertilizer. There are a
few general differences between

e —
more quickly in conditions that
favor microbial activiey: 1€ your

media is warm. the snil isnar

quickly than in cold, overly wet
soil. Microbial activity also tends
10 be grearest when the soil pH
is greater than 5.5,

There are two main options
for providing fertility in organic
production: liquid organic fertil-
izers and pre-incorporated

has increased approximately
83 percent since 2004."

S
compost tea to use as a liquid
organic fertilizer. Compost tea
includes a compost extract,
which is made by suspending
high quality compost in water
for up to two wecks. This extract
is then brewed with one of
several microbial agents 1o creare

organic and ©
izers that are important to keep
in mind while growing. The

| fertil-  granular fertilizers. Ci post tea. The micrabiall
cially produced liquid fertilizers  active agents could include mo-
include fish emulsion or fish lasses or kelp. Several companies
greatest difference is that organic  hydrosylare; some o ly produce compost tea brewers

fertilizers tend to be slow-release
in nature — even if they are in
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used organic liquid fertilizers are
presented in Table 1.
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that could be used on-site 1o
make ready-to-use compost
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T (-
Solutions Inc.; Soil Soup Inc.;
Microb, Brewer; Compara-
Xtractor; and EPM Inc. - Earth
Tea Brewer,

Growers and researchers have
reported mixed success with
compost tea. Some people find
that it provides fertility and
reduces soil-borne pathogens.
Other people report no benefits
from using compost tea. Success
likely varies with the source of
the compost and the process
utilized ro produce the rtea.




organic fertilizer program,

it’s also a good idea to select
short-term crops, at least while
you are starting out. Most of
the fertilizers described above
provide early, short-term ferril-
ity well, but, it's much more
difficult to provide fertility lare
in the cropping cycle than early.
Crops with a four- to six-week
production cycle (basil, toma-

ree laeriral wanld e sacior en

RV
There are a few other issues
that you may encounter with

I
ductivity may increase due to
presence of non-fertilizer salts in
cither the substrate or fertilizer.
It may be difficult to rely on
electrical conductivity readings
alone to monitor fertility in
organic production systems.
Growers have also found
difficulty with organic ferrilizers
not providing balanced nuri-
ents. In Table 1, for example,

v will narics thar nane af

e —

is very easy to find a balanced

fertilizer. It may be necessary
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PRODUCTION

While you are building your organic fertilizer program, it's a good idea 1o select
short-term crops, at least while you are starting out. Crops with a four- to six-
week production cycle would be easker to manage.

1o use different fertilizers or to
rotate fertilizers to provide all
the nutrients needed for long-
term growth. Lack of specialized
fertilizers also makes it difficult
for growers o correct nutrient
deficiencies when they arise.

Thare are manu annane foe

Cwaus app Ay T
both pre-incorporated and liquid
organic fertilizers for short-term,
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edible crops. Hopefully further
research in the future can ad-
dress issues facing growers who
use organic fertilizers such as
how to monitor fertility non-
destructively and how to provide
nutrients to crops for long-term
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You can reach her at (207) 581-2937
or sbumett@maine. edu,
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