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Propagating shrub yellowroot

(Xanthorhiza simplicissima Marsh.)

Kate Pawling

ABSTRACT

Shrub yellowroot (Xanthorhiza simplicissima Marsh.), a member
of the buttercup family (Ranunculaceae), is a native perennial
ground cover propagated from seed at New England Wild
Flower Society’s Nasami Farm Nursery in Whately, Massachu-
setts. Seeds are collected in September and October and are
sown in mid-December. Sown seed trays are covered and strat-
ified for 3 mo in an unheated polyhouse. Seed trays are uncov-
ered in early March and seeds germinate in 10 to 20 d. Shrub
yellowroot seedlings are transplanted into plugs during the first
growing season and are overwintered in an unheated poly-
house before being transplanted into 2-| (2.1-q) containers the
following spring. It takes approximately 16 mo to go from ger-
minated seeds to salable plants.
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Figure 1. Xanthorhiza simplicissima foliage. Photo by Mary M Walker;
© New England Wild Flower Society
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