
Disposing of Used Pesticide Containers 

 

Although finding a proper disposal site for pesticide 
containers can be hard, recycling used to be out of 
the question. Lately, however, many states are 
sponsoring new recycling programs. In Alabama, for 
example, used pesticide containers are collected, 
ground-up in a special machine, and re-sold to 
pesticide companies for use in new containers. 
Contact your State Department of Agriculture or 
Extension Service for more information. 
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We used to get away with burning or disposing of 
used containers locally, but most municipal 
landfills exclude anything that has been 
associated with pesticides. There are some new 
options, however. 

 
The easiest containers to dispose of are those 
which you haven't purchased yet. Can you buy 
pesticides in returnable or large refillable tanks? 
"Minibulk containers" hold a large volume of 
pesticide but remain the property of the manufac-
turer, and some large 30-55 gallon drums can be 
returned and reconditioned. Better still, why not do 
away with the container all together? Some 
pesticides can be purchased in soluble packaging 
("toss packs") or dry tablet formulations. Yes, they 
are more expensive but may prove to be more 
economical if the cost and inconvenience of 

container disposal is considered. 

A Practical Look at Mycorrhizal Fungi in Nurseries:  Part Two 
In the last issue of FNN we discussed what 
mycorrhizae are, the differences between ectomy -
corrhizae (ECM) and vesicular-arbuscular mycor-
rhizae (VAM), benefits of encouraging mycorrhizae 
in nurseries, and how to determine if you have a 
mycorrhizal problem. This time we will finish up with 
a discussion of the development of mycorrhizae in 
nurseries, the various types of mycorrhizal inocula, 
how and when to inoculate, and the effect of 
nursery cultural practices on mycorrhizal 
development. 
 
Development of mycorrhizae in 

nurseries  
Although wild plants become inoculated with 
mycorrhizal fungi soon after they germinate, 
inoculation in nurseries is slowed or even com-
pletely eliminated by cultural practices. However, 
considerable variation occurs between ECM and 
VAM and between bareroot and container 
nurseries. 
 
Soil fumigation in bareroot nurseries eliminates all 

species of fungi and so mycorrhizal coloniza- 

tion is delayed.  Reinoculation occurs more 
quickly with ECM fungi because they can spread 
either by airborne spores or by mycelial growth 
through the soil. Most fumigated soil becomes 
recolonized by the end of the first growing 
season. However, because VAM fungi lack an 
airborne spore stage, they can only slowly 
reinvade sterilized soil by mycelial growth or 
inadvertent transfer of colonized soil. It may take 
months or even years for VAM fungi to com-
pletely recolonize fumigated seedbeds. 

 
Mycorrhizal colonization is much different in 
container nurseries because artificial growing 
media are essentially sterile and containers are 
sterilized between crops. And, as we discussed 
in Part 1, container seedlings grow perfectly 
normal without mycorrhizae because all the 
various growth-limiting factors are being provided 
culturally. In nurseries close to vegetation sup-
porting the proper species of mycorrhizae, spores 
of ECM fungi do blow into container nurseries 
and colonize the seedlings. Some ECM fungi, 
such as Thelephora terrestris, thrive in the nurs- 
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